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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 
HOWARD & HOWARD NAMES NEW LEADERS OF THE FIRM’S 

CORPORATE PRACTICE GROUP 
 

Royal Oak, Michigan, February 29, 2012:  Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC is pleased to announce that Joseph 

J. DeVito has been named Chair and Miriam Leskovar Burkland Assistant Chair of the Firm’s Corporate Practice 

Group.  Mr. DeVito, who practices out of the Firm’s Royal Oak office, concentrates his practice in complex business, 

financial and real estate transactions, including acquisitions, divestitures and reorganizations, and has counseled 

management of multi-national corporations, especially with respect to mergers and acquisitions, securities and 

international business matters.  Ms. Burkland, who practices out of the Firm’s Chicago office, concentrates her 

practice in corporate and commercial transactions, advising businesses in negotiating and interpreting contracts 

covering the range from day-to-day operations, including financings, to extraordinary events such as purchases and 

sales. 

  Founded in 1869, Howard & Howard is a full-service law firm that focuses on providing legal services to 

businesses and business owners.  The Firm’s recent growth, including entry in the Chicago area with its acquisition 

of Defrees & Fiske in 2009, has solidified the breadth of the corporate group’s expertise which, in addition to mergers 

and acquisitions and general corporate and commercial matters, includes securities; tax; commercial litigation; 

creditors’ rights; employee benefits; environmental law; estate planning; intellectual property; international and 

labor, employment and immigration.  With a total of five offices, also including Ann Arbor, Michigan, Peoria, 

Illinois and Las Vegas, Nevada, Howard & Howard is well positioned to serve national and international 

corporate clients in an array of industries, including automotive, energy and utilities, financial services and 

gaming. 

 “With more than 40 lawyers in the corporate group combined with our commitment to assign the best 

person for each task, every Howard & Howard client can be assured that its legal team will be appropriately 

staffed for the matter at hand, while maintaining cost-efficiency.” explained Mark Davis, President & CEO.  “I 

have confidence in Joe and Miriam’s abilities to assist our offices in working as one to meet our clients’ legal 

needs.” 



 “Ms. Burkland and I look forward to helping solidify and enhance the Firm’s position as a national and 

international platform for complex commercial, securities and financial transactions, with primary focus on our 

private equity, venture capital, banking and healthcare clients.” stated Mr. DeVito.  “In addition, we continue to 

look for opportunities to expand in strategic locations such as the southwest and southeast regions of the country.” 

 
 For more information, please visit the firm’s website at www.howardandhoward.com. 
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