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Connolly Bove Obtains ITC Ruling That Importation Of  

LIP Cigarette Wrappers Made by Julius Glatz and LIPtec Do 

Not Violate Any Valid Claims of Schweitzer-Mauduit Patents 

Wilmington, Delaware—Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP attorneys Rudy Hutz, Jeff 

Eichen, Chad Stover, Curt Lambert and Claudia Schultze have successfully defeated 

patent infringement claims brought by Schweitzer-Mauduit International Inc. against 

their clients Julius Glatz GmbH and LIPtec GmbH. 

On February 1, 2012, Administrative Law Judge E. James Gildea of the United States 

International Trade Commission rejected Schweitzer’s allegations that low-ignition 

propensity (“LIP”) cigarette paper wrappers made by Glatz and LIPtec of Neidenfels, 

Germany (and sold in the United States by KneX Worldwide LLC) infringed valid claims 

of two Schweitzer patents and the wrappers should therefore be excluded from the United 

States market. Judge Gildea’s Initial Determination concluded that all the asserted claims 

of Schweitzer’s United States Patents 5,878,753 and 6,725,867 were either invalid or did 

not cover Glatz’s and LIPtec’s LIP paper wrappers.  

At the request of Schweitzer, the International Trade Commission instituted an 

investigation on December 17, 2010 into whether Glatz, LIPtec and KneX infringed the 

Schweitzer patents relating to special cigarette paper wrappers – called LIP wrappers – 

that increase the likelihood that a burning cigarette in contact with materials like bedding, 

upholstery and carpets will self-extinguish before starting a fire. Fires due to unattended 

cigarettes are one of the major causes of fire deaths in the United States, and since 2004 

every jurisdiction in the United States has required cigarettes to meet a low ignition 

propensity standard.  

In response to the investigation, Connolly Bove attorneys contended that their clients’ 

LIP cigarette wrappers fell outside the properly interpreted claims of the Schweitzer 

patents. They also argued that both Schweitzer patents were invalid over previously 

known LIP cigarettes and wrappers. Judge Gildea heard arguments and evidence on the 

issues in Washington, D.C. from October 31 through November 8, 2011 and has now 

agreed that all asserted Schweitzer patent claims are either invalid or not infringed. 

“We are very pleased with the favorable outcome for Glatz and LIPtec,” said Rudy Hutz 

upon hearing of the ruling.  “Glatz and LIPtec worked very hard over many years to 

develop their own unique LIP technology. This is a major victory for the companies and 

also for the cigarette industry in general. Glatz and LIPtec have seen a strongly increasing 

interest in their LIP cigarette wrappers in all major markets. Cigarette makers should now 

enjoy the benefits of greater competition from alternative suppliers of these important, 
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fire-reducing LIP papers, free from interference from Schweitzer. The decision confirms 

our clients’ strong belief that Schweitzer’s allegations were meritless in the United States, 

as well as in other countries, especially in Europe, where Schweitzer holds counterpart 

patents.” 

For more information about this case, please contact Rudy Hutz at Connolly Bove at 

rhutz@cblh.com or (302) 888-6266. 

About Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP 

Connolly Bove Lodge & Hutz LLP is a nationally recognized, full-service intellectual 

property and business law firm, with offices in Wilmington, Del., Newark, Del., 

Washington D.C. and Los Angeles, Cal. Connolly Bove has ranked among the top 25 

U.S. law firms for patent litigation by Corporate Counsel Magazine, is listed among the 

top 50 U.S. trademark firms listed in IP Today, and was named top intellectual property 

firm in Delaware by Chambers USA in 2011.  With deep roots in the Delaware Court of 

Chancery, one of the most respected business courts in the country, our attorneys 

include experienced first chair litigators who are well versed in Delaware law.  For more 

information about Connolly Bove, visit www.cblh.com. 
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