
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Warsaw, 14 November 2014 

 

Kochański Zięba Rapala & Partners Defend An Auto-Świat Journalist Before the 

European Court of Human Rights 

 

The European Court of Human Rights decided to pursue a complaint submitted to the Court 
by advocates from the Litigation and Arbitration Department of Kochański Zięba Rapala and 
Partners.  

The complaint was submitted on behalf of Krzysztof Koniuszewski – a journalist from Auto-
Świat, a weekly magazine published by Ringier Axel Springer Polska – who was sentenced for 
defamation by a legally-binding decision of the Regional Court in Warsaw.  

In 2006, Auto-Świat published five articles written by Krzysztof Koniuszewski regarding the 
quality of fuel at gas stations in Poland, entitled as follows: 

1. “You can make an official complaint here” 

2.  “Brand-name Stations care about the quality of fuel” 

3. “Costly repairs” 

4.  “We expose fuel crooks” 

5. “Stations selling counterfeit fuel”  

The author published an official report from the Office of Competition and Consumer 

Protection alongside the articles (previously published on the website of the OCCP) described 

as “Report - the results of fuel quality control carried out in 2006”. The report included an 

examination of the quality of supplied diesel oil and gasoline. In the report, a gas station 

owned by an individual that brought a private prosecution, was amongst the gas stations 

highlighted for not meeting fuel quality standards upon the taking of samples. The report 

revealed that the mentioned station provided a good quality of diesel oil, whilst gasoline was 

stated to be of poor quality. The station’s owner accused the author of the article of making 

defamatory statements. 

The time limit granted to the Republic of Poland for a submission of its response expires on 29 

January 2015. 



In this context, it is worth noting that according to statistics, about 90% of complaints are 

rejected by the ECHR at this stage. In addition, one of the conditions which should be fulfilled 

in order for a complaint to be admitted for its substantial hearing is that the complaint cannot 

be identical with a matter that was previously examined in Strasbourg, nor should the 

complaint have been subject to a resolution by another international body. 

 

The Complaint was prepared, and the entire case has been conducted by: Mr. Tobiasz 

Szychowski, advocate, Partner, Head of the Litigation and Arbitration Department and Mr. 

Konrad Orlik, advocate, member of the Litigation and Arbitration Department at Kochański 

Zięba Rapala & Partners Law Firm. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Tobiasz Szychowski  Konrad Orlik 

___________________________________________________________ 

For further information please contact: 

Katarzyna Buczkiewicz: k.buczkiewicz@kochanski.pl, tel. +48 22 326 96 28 

www.kochanski.pl 

Kochański Zięba Rapala & Partners is a full-scope business law firm. The company was founded in 1998 by Mr. 

Piotr Kochański, advocate. Currently, our legal team consists of over 70 lawyers: advocates, legal counselors, tax 

counselors, trademark and patent attorneys and trainees, who work together in the Warsaw, Cracow and Lublin 

offices. Our team has both legal expertise and experience, as well as knowledge of the market and the specific 

needs of particular industries. We have advised entities, inter alia, from the FMCG, automotive, trade and 

logistics, retail chains, chemical, pharmaceutical, energy, financial, media and advertising industries.  

We have been among the highest ranked law firms in Poland for many years and are recommended as leading 

experts in many areas of the law by such prestigious professional publications as Chambers & Partners, Legal 

500, European Legal Experts, IFLR1000. With a chain of offices in Poland and membership in international legal 

organizations, e.g., The International Lawyers Network and Mackrell International, KZRP provide its clients with 

full support both in local as well as multi-jurisdictional projects. 
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