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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

HOWARD & HOWARD CONGRATULATES ATTORNEY  

JOSEPH B. HEMKER ON RECEIVING WMU’S FINANCE AND 

COMMERCIAL LAW OUTSTANDING ALUMNI AWARD  
 

Royal Oak, Michigan, September 3, 2014:  Howard & Howard Attorneys PLLC is pleased to announce that 

attorney Joseph B. Hemker received the Western Michigan University’s Haworth College of Business Finance and 

Commercial Law Outstanding Alumni Award.  This award is given annually and is the highest alumni honor that the 

department can bestow. The award recognizes career accomplishments and business leadership by an alumnus in the 

department’s discipline area (finance and/or law). "The WMU Department of Finance and Commercial Law Awards 

Committee has carefully evaluated the candidates for this important award and came to the conclusion that Mr. 

Hemker was certainly the best choice. From his career accomplishments to the excellent service he has provided 

to our university for many years, he is a shining example of all a Haworth College of Business alumnus can 

achieve. He gives career advice to finance and commercial law students and has been an excellent source of 

information on mergers and acquisitions during our student competitions. He is currently a member of the Dean's 

Advisory Council of our college and is also a member and past president of the Board of Directors of the WMU 

Foundation. Mr. Hemker is an outstanding alumnus and an inspiration to all of our students." - Dr. Devrim 

Yaman, Chair, Western Michigan University Department of Finance and Commercial Law. 

Joseph B. Hemker, who practices out of the firm’s Chicago office, focuses his practice in mergers and 

acquisitions and securities law, with an emphasis on financial institutions. He has successfully completed 

hundreds of merger and acquisition transactions with billions of dollars in transaction value. Mr. Hemker is a 

frequent speaker on corporate governance issues and strategic planning.  

Mr. Hemker was admitted to the Michigan Bar in 1981 and the Illinois Bar in 1990. He graduated, magna 

cum laude, with a B.B.A. from Western Michigan University in 1976 and summa cum laude, with a J.D. from 

Thomas M. Cooley Law School in 1981. He was a law clerk to the Honorable Robert J. Danhof, Chief Judge of 

the Michigan Court of Appeals from 1982 to 1983.  
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Mr. Hemker has taught Banking and the Law as an adjunct instructor at Kalamazoo Valley Community 

College and served as a banking law instructor for the American Institute of Banking. Mr. Hemker is past 

President and a member of the Board of Directors of the Western Michigan University Foundation. He is also a 

member of the Advisory Council of the Western Michigan University Haworth College of Business. Mr. Hemker 

is a member of the American Bar Association, its sections on Business Law and Mergers and Acquisitions; the 

State Bar of Michigan, its section on Business Law as well as the Illinois State Bar Association. 

 Founded in 1869, Howard & Howard is a full-service law firm with a national and international practice that 

provides legal services to businesses and business owners.  The firm has offices in Michigan (Ann Arbor and 

Royal Oak); Illinois (Chicago and Peoria); and Las Vegas, Nevada.  Howard & Howard’s major areas of practice 

expertise include: bankruptcy and creditors’ rights; business and corporate; commercial litigation; employee 

benefits; environmental; estate planning; franchising; intellectual property; labor, employment and immigration; 

mergers and acquisitions; real estate; securities; and tax.  Our focused expertise provides us with a solid 

understanding of the industries we serve, including, automotive and industrial; construction; energy and utilities; 

financial services; gaming; healthcare; and hospitality. For more information, please visit the firm’s website 

at www.howardandhoward.com. 
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